
Summer Sanford  0:06  
Hello, and welcome to Pine River Library’s Pinecast. I am Summer, I'm the children's librarian 
and one of your co hosts for this episode and I'm here with,  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp  0:16  
I'm Darcy and I used to be the PR and programming librarian. But my title this month has just 
changed. I am the new senior librarian here. It's really exciting. That's the first time I've got to 
say my new title.  
 
Summer Sanford 
So yeah, congratulations, Darcy. It's a well deserved promotion. All right, so for this month, it's 
February. And it is most famous for being Valentine's Day, where you get to tell other people in 
your life, how much you care about them and love them. But what are we all doing to take care 
of ourselves and self care during this month? Because that's equally as important. So Darcy, 
what have you been up to?  
 
Darcy Poeltti Harp 
Yeah, so my boyfriend, he got us a record player this year for Christmas. And we're really 
enjoying listening to music in a more intentional way. You know, we're used to just streaming 
everything on Spotify. And you know, there's no autoplay on a record player. So you really, you 
got to flip it over, you got to, you know, choose your favorite record. And so we're really enjoying 
that. So yeah, other than music, which is always a huge stress reliever in our lives. I've been 
knitting a lot. I'm working on a cardigan right now, which is kind of a hard pattern. And so that's 
challenging for me, I always find knitting really meditative. And always I'm running a lot, and I 
run with my dog Osa and she's just always so stoked to be out there with me too. And so all of 
that combined just gives me so much joy and such a feeling of peace. So that has been 
something I've been really enjoying through the winter, even though it's cold outside. So what 
about you Summer, what are you doing for self care? 
 
Summer Sanford  1:49  
 So I've been spending a lot of time with animals, I can hug them as much as I want. I've got 
some horses that I go riding a lot of time playing with my dogs, and I have a six month old kitten 
that I can squeeze as much as I want. She hates it, but I love it and she'll let me do it. Um, so 
that's a lot of what I have been doing. And I've actually been wanting, and I'm going to work on it 
this month to set aside some more time for art. I have these watercolors that I got. I also got 
briefly into folding origami, which I find to be really meditative. And I haven't had a chance to do 
it lately. So my goal is to set aside more time for just pursuing my art projects.  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp  2:33  
You know, and it seems like through the pandemic, through quarantine times, people have been 
trying new hobbies picking up new languages, or at least attempting to do so. So I think that it's 
a really good time to, to explore our creative outlets.  
 
 



Summer Sandford 
Yeah, exactly. And I think that's a great thing for a lot of people to be doing.  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp  
So this is our second episode. And I just wanted to give a little overview of what we're here to do 
today. First off, we have our overdue finds, which are our book recs that we do every month. In 
this episode, we have picks from Shelley and Liz. And also we're going to have a really great 
interview with our outgoing director, Shelley Walchak. I'm really gonna miss her. But we're in 
great hands with our incoming director, Brenda Marshall. And so then for our Southwest history, 
our little local history section, we're gonna, we're gonna dig into the archives. We did all these 
oral histories a while ago, and so we're gonna feature an interview with Lavonne Elston, which 
was a really great oral history we did. And then finally, as always, we'll be promoting all our 
programming in our Beyond Books section. And newsflash: even though things are nothing like 
they are usually we still have a ton going on with virtual programs and grab and go bags for all 
ages. Okay. Yeah, so for overdue fines. As we come into this segment, I just want to mention 
that last, at the end of the year, our staff, we went through and picked our favorite books of 
2020, books that came out in 2020. And so we compiled a list of all those books and it's on the 
main homepage of our website, prlibrary.org. There's a big button across the top where you can 
click our 2020 favorites and that's just a really great way if you're looking for your next new read.  
 
Summer Sanford  4:25  
We are delighted to be featuring Shelley's and Liz's picks this month. Shelley, what books would 
you like to recommend? 
 
Shelley Walchak  4:34  
So I would like to go with the author Isabel Wilkerson. And she has written two different books. 
The first one she received the Pulitzer Prize for that is called The Warmth of Other Suns. And 
the other book that I've read by her is called Caste. That book was chosen by the New York 
Times as one of the five top nonfiction books in 2020. And I chose this author and these two 
books because Wilkerson does such a great job in educating us about the history of racism and 
caste in our country. And actually, she believes that racism is a part of the whole system of 
caste, that she studies. And she studies caste, both in terms of the, of what happened in India, 
and is still in place today, what happened in Nazi Germany, and what has happened in our 
country via slavery. And as a northern European descendant myself, whose ancestors were 
most likely part of the problem of slavery and racism in this country. I believe it's important to 
hear these stories that make our country what it is today and bring about an awareness that I 
didn't necessarily have. My favorite genre of literature is narrative nonfiction. And honestly, she 
is one of the best out there. So I highly recommend Isabel Wilkerson. 
 
Summer Sandford 
She sounds like an excellent author. And it's so important that, especially if you've grown up 
with not thinking about these things, and the privilege to not think about these things, it's so 
important to take the time to really understand someone else's perspective and understand our 



history and how it led us to today, while seeing a possibility of change that we can all be a part 
of, and I'll be proud of. Thanks for that recommendation, 
 
Shelley Walchak 
 Thank you. 
 
Summer Sanford  6:53  
So now we're gonna pull in our digital services manager list for a book recommendation.  
 
Elizabeth vonTauffkirchen  6:59  
I read a book called The Mountains Sing. And it's about North Vietnam, which all of everything 
that I ever, ever learned about North Vietnam has been from the American perspective. And so I 
realized, I practically know nothing about that area. And what I did know was all wrong. So it 
was really neat to kind of read about it from the perspective of a woman who grew up there. And 
it was really fascinating and beautifully written. And I loved it. And it really stuck with me, I read it 
early. It was the first book I read at the beginning of the pandemic. So it's been months, but it's 
still really kind of staying with me. And it's a beautiful book I highly recommend.  
 
Summer Sanford  7:45  
Oh, I love those sorts of books, like any books that kind of like give a different perspective from 
my own. I just love delving into them. It's really eye opening. 
 
So this week, we have a very special guest for our Ask a Librarian section, our fearless leader 
and recently retired Shelley Walchak. Welcome to the podcast, Shelley. 
 
Shelley Walchak  8:13  
Thanks so much Summer. It's wonderful to be here. 
 
Summer Sanford  8:17  
So we're gonna start us off with a question we like to ask all of our guests what is an impactful 
book that has stuck with you throughout the years, 
 
Shelley Walchak  8:24  
I have to go back to the book by Betty Smith, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, it's really kind of a 
classic. I've tried to pick it up several times in my adult life, to revisit what it was about it that 
inspired me so much, but the story focuses on an impoverished, but in my opinion, really 
aspirational adolescent girl and her family living in the Brooklyn, the Williamsburg section of 
Brooklyn in New York City during the first couple decades of the 20th century. I grew up just 
outside of New York City. And I think I was first drawn to the story because of its location. My 
parents were both born in Brooklyn. The tree in the title grows in the various tenement districts, 
without water or light, or even without soil and it symbolized the perseverance and hope, amid 
hardship that Francie had to go through. I guess being a teenager goes hand in hand with 
hardship, and that's why I related so deeply to this book. 
 



Summer Sanford  9:42  
You know, it's fascinating how just about everyone who's picked an impactful book has picked 
one from their middle school, high school years, and it's interesting how much reading during 
this time really sticks without throughout our lives. Alright, so we're gonna move on to real meat 
of this, we really want to take this moment to commemorate all that you've done within libraries, 
as well as at the Pine River, which we all appreciate everything that you've done here over the 
last six years. So let's start off at the beginning. How did you come to be a librarian in general? 
And how did you find yourself here at the Pine River Library? 
 
Shelley Walchak  10:22  
Well, actually, I didn't think about becoming a librarian until about five years after I completed 
my undergraduate degree, which was in philosophy and religion. So it was kind of a preparation 
for me going to law school. I was living on a campus college campus in the central part of 
Michigan, and I decided to take my first class toward a law degree on copyright law. And that 
led me into doing quite a bit of research in their library, which just really turned me on and led 
me into pursuing my MLS. And when I went to library school, you had to choose a specialty, for 
example, either a public academic school library, and at that time, I wanted to work in a law 
library. So I chose that area. My first job was actually in a Business Library. And from there, I 
ended up making my way through all four kinds of libraries, ending up in public at the Pine River 
Library. And I really was offered this job after doing consulting through the Colorado State 
Library. And they knew that I was interested in doing additional work in public libraries. And they 
called me one Sunday when they had an opening and asked me if I would be interested. 
 
Summer Sanford  11:54  
We're really lucky to have you. I'm glad that you decided to join that team. Long before my time, 
though. So what are some of the most influential experiences that have shaped not only your 
career, but how you think about being a librarian? 
 
Shelley Walchak  12:12  
Well, as I mentioned, I was always so interested in all different kinds of libraries and wanted to 
give each one a try. My years as a business librarian made me realize that I wanted to work in a 
position where I made a difference in the lives of my patrons, which didn't feel like it was the 
case in this business library. And that led me to a school librarian position for 14 years. That job 
inspired me to want to work with older students in an academic setting, which led me to 
Durango and Fort Lewis College. From FLC, I went into the consulting world for eight years at 
CLIC, the Colorado library consortium in the State Library. And due to that work, I knew I 
wanted to spend my last working years in a public library. So each of these experiences has 
been influential and led me down a different path. But fortunately, all within this wonderful career 
where you can be so proud of what you do and make such a difference in people's lives. 
 
Summer Sanford  13:23  
So I feel like we really fall on opposite ends of the spectrum for librarianship. I'm just incoming. 
And I would really love to know like, what is some advice you have for me as I kind of take my 
first steps into the librarian world?  



 
Shelley Walchak  13:39  
Well, you already have a great handle on what's going on here and are doing some really 
impressive things for the Pine River library. But I guess I would have to say, be curious. I don't 
think there's anything more important than those two words, whether you need to pause to 
understand another person's perspective, as opposed to getting immediately offended or some 
other negative emotion, be curious, and even your own thoughts. Or whether you even have an 
opportunity to pursue another pathway, whether that be educationally, physically, emotionally or 
professionally. Take the time to explore and always make time for others. 
 
Summer Sanford  14:32  
I really love how you expanded that idea of curiosity. I will definitely keep that in mind. So you 
have a lot to be proud of looking back at your career, but when you consider for yourself what is 
what brings you the most pride in what you've done. 
 
Shelley Walchak  14:52  
Honestly, I am most proud of the team and work we have carried on here at Pine River Library. 
We have accomplished so much over the last six years not only project wise, but also 
developing people and careers. We've started an arts organization, we built a community park, 
we focused on excellent programming, we worked with organizations like Colorado Humanities 
to create History Live. We expanded the collection from 40,000 items to over 2 million items, 
through resource sharing, and so much more. Prior to my work at PRL, I led the drive to put 
together an international conference on risk and reward called R Squared, at a time when 
libraries needed to reinvent themselves, from this idea of a warehouse of books, to a vibrant 
community center. Over 40 years, as you can imagine, there's so much more, but there's 
nothing more satisfying than putting a good book in someone's hands, especially children, and 
having them come back to you and say that they've loved it, and that it's made a difference in 
their lives. 
 
Summer Sanford  16:14  
That's so sweet to hear. And I've actually been getting a lot of really good recommendations 
from our younger patrons. I had a few on my list that I've been reading through and I'm really 
impressed. So let's move on to the very positive and happy side of this. You get to retire and 
have all this time to yourself. So what are you looking forward to most? 
 
Shelley Walchak  16:38  
I'm looking forward to the typical things in retirement. Getting up later, more time to travel, 
watching my grandchildren grow up, and just having the freedom to choose what it is I want to 
do that day. I have a lot of hobbies from photography, writing music, and of course reading and 
enjoying the outdoors and my sweet collie, Bess. I plan on working hard to keep Pine River Arts 
up and running. At this point. Pine River Arts focuses on house concerts, bringing musicians 
into local homes and connecting them with people and good food and wine. Also, I plan on 
continuing with History Live as partnership with Colorado Humanities, another project that is that 
is quite impressive in its scope of bringing the humanities to people's lives. And I imagine I'll 



have something to do with Pine River Library at some point too. After I give everyone some time 
to push forward with their own agendas. This is actually my second time retiring. So we'll see if 
I'm any better at it this time. 
 
Summer Sanford  18:01  
It's important to have lots of hobbies. I joke around that I retired for a year and between teaching 
and coming to work at the library. And I just picked up a lot of hobbies that now I'm like, oh, I 
have a lot of origami paper on my shelf and I haven't folded in a while. Well, thank you so much 
for joining us for this. We are delighted to see you move into retirement and being able to enjoy 
this more. And we're also going to miss you. So we're going to hold you to coming back in a few 
months when you're feeling a little bit more rested and refreshed. 
 
Shelley Walchak  18:41  
Well, I can't wait to see all the wonderful things that Brenda and and our team are going to be 
putting together and it'll be such a thrill to watch all the new developments. 
 
Summer Sanford  18:54  
We're really happy that Brenda is following in your footsteps. She is going to be such a perfect 
follow up in a very different direction. She's very much her own person but just as qualified and 
wonderful and kind as you are so we're lucky to have to such great directors. Back to back. 
 
Shelley Walchak  19:17  
Thank you, Summer. 
 
Summer Sanford  19:28  
Alright, so for our next section, we are jumping into our Southwestern Stories. And we have 
collected oral histories from local Bayfield residents and Darcy has dug into the archives to pick 
out a very fun one for us to listen to.  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp  19:43  
So for this Southwestern Stories, we're going to be featuring a bit of the oral history from 
Lavonne Elston and she is a lifelong Bayfield resident. She was born in 1937 here and we did 
her oral history a few years ago and she just had so many great stories about growing up in this 
area, like riding horses to school raising a pet deer that lived with them, and these huge snow 
years, it was just a great snapshot of life back then. And so because we know that school right 
now is nothing like it was even like, you know, two years ago, we're gonna be looking back at a 
time when school was way different way back when she went to school in the 1940s. And so 
she went to the Columbus School, which is, you know, like where that big chimney is as you're 
going to Vallecito where the road turns. So that's that's where the school was. And her house, 
she said, was just a mile directly south of there. So she's gonna be telling a few stories about 
her school days back at the Columbus school. 
 
Lavonne Elston  20:46  



While I was Evelyn Lavonne McCoy, and I graduated in 1955. There were nine of us, there was 
actually about 16 we started with, it was a lot of fun. I came out of Columbus School, which is 
the little schoolhouse that no longer exists, but it was on the corner of where you're going to 
Vallecito after you cross the bridge. And I rode a horse to school, and we all carried a bag of 
grain on our saddle. Come noon, you'd ride the horses down to the river to have a drink. And 
then they got their grain when you got back. And they stayed in the barn all afternoon and, you 
know, waited for us. But we used to have horse races. Where the old chimney is today, the 
family that lived there had a whole herd of girls. And then in the end they had one boy. And 
Bobby was an instigator of all kinds of problems. But he had this big old billy goat that was 
harness broke, so that he could hook it on to this little wagon. Well, he convinced his mom or 
dad that he needed to take the goat to school one day. Well, we had more darn fun with that 
goat. And we had races. There was more than one horse so we weren't supposed to race. It 
was always a race after they had their drink. But we did have a lot of fun. And they had kids 
from the lake and stuff that came down. And we were a bunch of hoods. But we did have fun, 
but we weren’t destructive. One incident I remember we had an elderly lady who was our 
teacher, Viola Hallison,  I'll never forget her. We conned her into letting us... It was springtime 
and we all had spring fever. We conned her into letting us take our picnic or our lunches and 
have a picnic across the road and up on the hill, which is all gone in the gravel pit now, but it 
had this beautiful meadow, and it was full of wildflowers. We went up to eat our lunch. And it 
was... she says now you got to promise you'll come back when I ring the bell. We never heard it. 
We stayed up there until it was time to go home. She was a little upset. She went to the school 
board. Barbara's dad was on the school board. My dad was on the school board. And they 
cornered us and said and just what was the brilliant idea? Well, we just were having fun. And we 
ate lunch and we laid down to take a nap and overslept. They accepted but the teacher was 
livid. But they said that was okay. So that's the kind of thing that we grew up doing. 
 
Summer Sanford  24:10  
So now we're going to be moving into our Beyond Books section. We do a lot more than just 
create a space to come check out books. We also do a lot of programming even during the 
pandemic. We've been busy creating grab and go stuff along with virtual programming. So 
Darcy, would you tell us about the kits we have this month for adults?  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp  24:32  
Yeah, so for our Program in a Bag kits, again, we're focusing on the idea of February being 
about caring for others and caring for yourself. So we have a self care kit and a Valentine 
making kit. So you know self care, it's so important right now, more than ever in this pandemic. 
And so this kit we created contains a few things to help you destress you know, we've got bath 
bombs, dark chocolate, coloring pages, a few bags of this calming lavender tea that I really love 
right now. And then also as a handout with some self care suggestions, and that handout also 
explains the science behind why doing these daily intentional things really helps us to destress. 
And so also, it's Valentine's Day, but it's also Galentine's Day, which if you've never heard of 
that,  it's a holiday that celebrates female friendships. And it was invented by the sitcom Parks 
and Rec. So we wanted to create a Valentine's and Galentine’s making kit. So in this kit, it has 



everything you need to create a really cute card for your sweetheart or also your friend. And all 
the materials are provided. 
 
Summer Sandford 
That sounds like a lot of fun. But we don't just have kits that you can take and go, we also have 
some virtual programming, would you share what we're putting on this month for that?  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp 
Yeah, we're really lucky to be partnering with all the other libraries in La Plata County. And we 
have come together and we've gotten Nicole Clark, she's the Family and Consumer Science 
agent from the CSU Extension here in La Plata County. And she's going to be doing two 
programs for us in February and two in March. So I'll talk about the February programs. Again, 
with that Valentine's Day theme on February 10, from six to seven pm, she's going to be doing a 
program called “Chocolate Good for the Heart and the Soul.”  And so she's going to talk about 
why chocolate is actually a sweet treat but it's also really good for your health too. Or it can be, 
dark chocolate. And so we're gonna include a really fun chocolate dessert cook along portion 
where she'll make a dessert. And when you RSVP for the Zoom login, I will send out the recipe 
and so you can make the sweet treat along with her. Or you can just choose to watch too of 
course, and then later in the month, she's going to be doing a program called Give your Energy 
to Movement. And that's February 24, also from six to seven pm. And so this is for you if you 
think about starting a whole exercise routine and that seems like a ton of work and just so 
beyond you. But so she's going to tell you why just making a goal to move more in your daily life 
can be so beneficial. So she'll talk about the science and the psychology behind that and why 
movement is so good for you. And then again, you can participate or not participate, and she's 
because she's going to do a brief demonstration to show you how easy it is to get started with 
all this. And so those are both Zoom virtual programs. And so as with all our Zoom programs, 
you can email me Darcy at darcy@prlibrary.org. And I'll send you out the Zoom login information 
ahead of time. And Summer. Yeah, I know you have a ton going on too. So why don't we start 
with you telling us about what you have for your grab and go bags this month.  
 
Summer Sanford  27:40  
So this month isn't just about Valentine's Day, it's also inventor’s month. And that's what I 
decided to delve into for my grab and go bags. So we have one that is an upcycled dancing 
robot. So you're going to get everything to make your own robots. And you can add extra by 
upcycling some of your recycled materials. I'll be making one and showing an example on our 
Facebook page on and then I created an inventor's box because everyone needs all the 
supplies to invent something whenever they want, with a few prompts of like, create a critter, 
build, build something, make a vehicle that can move. And those will be kits that you can pick up 
and take home. We're also going to have a storywalk that's going to feature the inventor of the 
super soaker. So make sure to come by, it's a really fun nonfiction book that delves into 
perseverance and following through even though things can get really hard sometimes.  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp  28:43  



Yeah, I know people are just loving the storywalk Summer. It's so awesome. So here we are, 
with our second story already a second monthly story for the storywalk. And beyond that I know 
Summer this month, you're starting two new programs. So why don't you tell us about those two. 
 
Summer Sanford  28:59  
I am really excited to kick off story craft bags. So these are going to be bags that are based on 
different chapter books that are really popular right now. So for this first month, we're actually 
going to invite you to join Camp Half-Blood, and this one's based on Percy Jackson and The 
Lightning Thief. So you're going to have a chance to bake something, you're going to have a 
chance to create some really cute felt wings so you can raise Hermes around and get into your 
artistic side as you create a Greek vase. But beyond that, I've actually gotten really into 
podcasting. So I'm actually launching another podcast, it's going to be called A World of Stories. 
This is going to fill our gap with early literacy in a really fun way. So I'm going to both be telling 
stories, as well as inviting professional storytellers on to tell stories from around the world. This 
is going to widen our perspective of different cultures, as well as work on building early literacy 
skills, which are super important at this age.  
 
Darcy Poletti Harp 
Oh, that's so awesome Summer. I just think that such podcasting is such a fun new way. And 
now that we've learned how.. just the basics of how to edit a podcast and promote it and 
everything, I think why not expand that?  
 
Summer Sandford 
Alright, so we want to give a special thanks to all of you for coming and joining us. We hope to 
see you around and hear from you, remember, you can drop on to our library podcast tab and 
leave us any feedback or just say hi, and we also want to give a special thanks to Media Right 
Productions for letting us use their song Jazz in Paris on our episode.  
 
Bye! 
 
Darcy Poletti Harp  30:41  
Adios. 
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